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WALKING ROUTES IN
AND NEARTHEVILLAGE

SWIMMING POOL IN VILLAGE

SLEEPING BAG
ACCOMMODATION
AVAILABLE IN VILLAGE

RAUFARHOFN is a small fishing village on the north
east coast of Iceland.The hotel has close links with the
village’s recent history, having originally housed summer
workers in the sixties herring boom. It has now been
tastefully renovated and has |5 double rooms with en
suite facilities.

The hotel is located in the old part of the village, down
by the harbour. There is a wonderful sea view from the
restaurant, and also a view over the harbour where one
can sometimes see the fishermen prepare their boats,
and fish factory workers take a stroll in the fresh air.

The restaurant offers a variety of meals and great fish
dishes.

HOTEL NORDURLJOS
ADALBRAUT 2,675 RAUFARHOFN
TEL:+354 465 1233 ,FAX:+354 465 1383,
E-MAIL: ebt@vortex.is
WEBSITE: www.raufarhofn.is




Melrakkaslétta

Raufarhdfn offers great outdoor activities. Melrakkaslétta alone
is an adventure for nature lovers. The peninsula on which it is
located is characterised by inlets, lagoons and driftwood piled
or strewn along its beaches. On the grassy moors there are
many lakes, often with good trout fishing.

It is not individual beauty spots, but the nature of the area as
a whole that attracts the visitor. The midnight sun shines longer
here than anywhere else in Iceland. The interplay of weather,
light and remoteness from the city evoke a sense of mystery.
Experiencing a walk along a gravel sandbar between the sea
and lagoon, with thick mist rolling in from the sea, can be even
more memorable for some visitors, than views on a sunny day.
One can feel truly alone and at one with nature.

Hraunhafnartangi and Rifstangi
on Melrakkaslétta are just 3
kilometres south of the Arctic
Circle.There is marked walk out
to Hraunhafnartangi along the
gravel beach to the lighthouse
and the grave of settler, Thorgeir
Havarsson. Legend has it that he
was buried here dfter a great
battle on Hraunhafnartangi.

Wild Life

-ﬁ)ere is a great variety of birdlife in the area, both on
Melrakkaslétta plain and at Raufarhéfn. Kottjorn pond, in the
centre of the village is a bird sanctuary.

The birds are active and numerous throughout the summer, on
Hofdi headland and all around the village. Sightings of more
than twenty species have been reported from the hotel alone
and over sixty species in the village in the space of a single day.

This great variety of birdlife is one of the most important
characteristics of the area, partly explained by the many migratory
birds that stop to rest en route to their nesting grounds. Inland,
on the moors, one can find ducks, swans, and a great variety
of waders. By the sea one can see Eider ducks, gulls, terns and
guillemots.

Walking Routes

An interesting feature of the village is its walking routes, two
of which are clearly marked.

Around Héfdi headland — the villagers' favourite route.
It takes about one and a half hours, starting north of the church
and leading up onto the headland with its teeming bird cliffs
and panoramic seascapes. Small fishing boats can be seen at
work close by or sailing in or out of the harbour.

Around the village — a walk that gives a good view of the
village and its immediate surroundings. It passes the bird
sanctuary at Kottjorn pond.The route also offers proximity to
the sea where it skirts the coast.

Olafsvatn Lake — is one of the marked routes, about 5
kilometres from the village up to the lake, which is on the high
ground above the village. No permits are needed to fish in this
lake, which is within the Raufarhéfn village limits.



